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the “P.R.” letter bag. 


found them all interesting and helpful in supplementing the usual Bible 
, n m children from four to ten. I send one number to you, thinking 
r/t you may like to recommend them to your readers. It is so diffi cult * 
get books of travel that are interesting to children when they are read 
aloud that when I find one I welcome it heartily. The High Alps 0 f 
w™ Zealand ” by Green, and published by Macmillan, is such a book 
Children from seven years of age like to hew it read. Another book 
called “The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, written and beautifully 
illustrated by Howard Pyle and published by Scribner, is a delightful, 
though expensive, gift book (i 5 J-) for children from six to twelve years of 
& I remain, yours faithfully, M. English. 

age. 

Dear Editor,— Could any of your readers recommend some books for 

a srirl of eleven years to read during play hours ? 

* Yours very truly, E. B. B. 

81, Church Road, West Brighton. 


Dear Editor, — Continuing his series of articles in the Forum , the 
first of which I summarized in January, Dr. J. M. Rice proceeds to 
discuss what amount of proficiency in the elementary subjects is 
essential, and how much time is required to cover the indispensable 
ground. At present, the time devoted in elementary schools to the 
‘‘three R’s” is about 70 per cent, of the whole, but by judicious excision 
of (1) that portion of each which is practised merely as a species of 
mental gymnastics, and (2) those facts that are taught as a matter 
of tradition, but which the adult is not expected to remember, that 
time might be reduced to about half. In the same way with history 
and geography, the elimination of cut and dried facts, that properly 
belong to books of reference, would save, in Dr. Rice’s opinion, at 
least 70 per cent, of the time spent upon them in old-fashioned schools, 
and render them interesting and stimulating, instead of, as at present, 
most burdensome. 

In the Fortnightly , Professor Sully writes on various studies of 
child -life in recent literature, and chiefly Mrs. Meynell’s well-known 
book, “The Children. ,, Daintily produced, and gracefully written, it 
depicts, he thinks, a type of child which we may see now, and which 
may possibly become common ; but, as an old-fashioned child-lover, he 
piays ervently that the transformation may not be yet* Amongst others, 
e notices The Unseen Playmate,’ ’ to which he gives almost unqualified 
p lse, an Sentimental lommie,” by Mr. Barrie, which he considers 

f t ro ™ aR ce, a ^ most ^ arce , spoilt by occasioned attempts of the author 
to take his hero seriously. 

thp a l so contains Professor Max Muller’s address to 

Humana Manchester College, on “How to Work,” and the 

forZuntZlZ’ a T St extraor dinary scheme of religious education 

by Mrs - Groves - which is apparently to combine 

EDictctus r f lanity Wlth J udlcl0u s selections from the Buddhist Scriptures, 
npictetus, Confucius and the like 


Pater Junior- 


Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, See., 28, Victoria Street, S. W. 

lo whom Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send retorts of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches also xo \ 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

approached ’ ,i,h a view - «*"■■« 

Harrow. 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

Ealing. 

C ° L Vicarage. H ° n ' SeC ’ * ro tem > Mrs - Powell, Great Bentley 
Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 

Croydon. 

Streatham. 

WE< N ^ AMPSTEAD,—Hon - Sec “ Miss Fothergill, 109, Abbey Road, 
Beckenham. 

Bolton.— Hon. Sec., Mrs. Barnes, Limefield, Farnworth. 

Carlisle. 

Brussels. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


The Library Committee beg to acknowledge, with many thanks, the 
gift of the following books by their authors : — 

“ Parents and Children.” Miss C. M. Mason. 

“The Elements of General Method.” Prof. Charles McMurry, Ph.D. 


Belgravia. — One of the most successful and well-attended meetings 
of this branch was held on January the 1 8th, when Canon Lyttelton 
addressed a deeply attentive and appreciative audience on the engrossing 
subject of “Parents and Sons.” It is impossible in this very limited 
space to give more than a very crude idea of this inspiring lecture. 
After some preliminary remarks as to the great wants which the P.N.E.U. 
supplied, and the marvellous awakening to a sense of parental responsi- 
bility which the last 30 years has witnessed, and which is bearing fruit 
ln tlle manifest improvement of the present generation of schoolboys, 
Canon Lyttelton went on to say that too little was being done to encourage 
thinking as distinct from learning facts. He would suggest that questions 


f.n.e.u. notes. 


aJ ^ — 

T" - , forC e them to arrange their ideas and be accurate. 

be asked of children > to strong l y on the value of imagination, by 

He also wished to ,n tQ put himself in the place of others, and to 

which the child is . ena . int 0 f view beside his own, thus learning 

realise that there is a absence of which more often has its root 

.consideration for otn . fundamenta i defect of character. Boys’ temp, 
in ignorance, than m y following order. First, in the earlier years, 
tations generally eon ^ then selfishness or coldheartedness , 

untruthfulness, then / actU ally the gravest fault, for it was a lack 
and of these three t ^ lovg> and by f ar the most difficult fault to 

of the Christian vir ue ^ WQU ’ ld bave all parents anxiously watch for 
eradicate in later .! e ‘ want 0 f altruism, and combat it by every means 
the first sign ot i uke as 0 ur example in the work of training 

in their power. rfcct sys tem of training not boys, but men, a 

our boys, 0ar , 0 in featu re was the complete grasp of all the 

system of whi was this gra sp of principles and knowledge of 

principles m\o • hi ch we all needed. It is useless to expect 

tl " v't^take the expwience^f others, unfelt by himself, as a guide and 

deterrent! Morality alone will not suffice. Religion must be made the 
deterrent. ^ must not be presented as a mere set of rules, 

gr °!‘mands ’and prohibitions; the boy, feeling the hopelessness of ever 
attaining M the ideal presented by One who was Divine as we 1 as human, 
becomes disheartened and ultimately contents himself wtth the con- 
ventional standard. But b, laying stress on the promrses g,»e„ w, h 
these commands, and by teaching the idea of the great community to 
which the child belongs, hope and strength are imparted Guard against 
the first beginnings of faults, and never let slip an opportunity of linking 
on the actual facts and failings to a thought of the “unseen. 1 

lecturer incidentally touched on the importance of that power of grappling 
with a difficulty which more than greater mental capacity makes a ooy 
outstrip his fellows. This resolute facing of difficulties should be 
cultivated. Canon Lyttelton also dwelt strongly on the fact so o en 
insisted on by exponents of P.N.E.U. principles, viz., that not what ie 
parents taught, but what they actually were, the child would strive 

become. p 

Hyde Park and Bayswater.— H on. Sec., Mrs. Franklin, 9 > 
bridge Gardens (at home Thursday mornings). On January 27th, ^ 

Duriaux gave a very inteiesting and useful lecture on 
Teaching” to a very large audience, at 6, Airlie Gardens ( Y 
permission of Mrs. Devonshire). — On February 1st, Mrs. Frank in £ 3 ^^ 
lecture on “ Habit” to seventeen nurses. The subject seemed to in ^ ^ 
them, and Mrs. Franklin hopes, in the autumn, to arrange a co g 
sucn talks. — On February 15th, a lecture was given by W. K. 1 ' 

B.A., on “Parental Responsibility for the failure of Modern E oca ^ ^ 
at 86, Westbourne Terrace (by kind permission of Mrs. Hall), ' tfa j t 
Coote, Esq., M A., in the chair. — The visits to the isationa t j ie 

Gallery, under the guidance of Miss Blomfield Jackson, w h<> 

Christmas holidays, were much appreciated by the eighteen c u at 

joined. — The next lecture will be on Tuesday, March 16th, a . 
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“ha? W hen MlSS Hden 

Avenue (by the ktad Wa * ^ld at 74 , Fitzjohn’s 

Preparatory School), on “ Methods of Teachin^T c Universit y College 
chair was taken by Miss Tanet ra CO 1 ^ Latin and Greek." The 

of .hose languages .0 girt ^ wL “U Z ^ ,h » 

discussion followed.— The next lecture will ho ' Sten ! d t0, An ani mated 
on March 10th, subject, “London Trees” ^ 1Ven y Professor Boul ger, 

—the members were reared at* Hm* H ° f the ^ anuary me eting 

Mrs. Penfold, and the Rev I T*’ by MtSS Penfold - "ot by 

broke Grove, kindlytnsemi ^ ^ ^ 
Rector of Clapham Dr f . nair ’ ln the absence of the 

Rays deserves more than so Xtremel l yinterest i n g dis playofthe Rontgen 
“The Accidents of Childhood,”^ ^dXieTffi^thelnost 3 ' ^ °* 

prepared the audience for the’ display^ lanlem" ^ 721 ^ 
adjournment into a dark room, where the members of the P N E U 
saw through each other with amusing facility, by means of the X" 

of oLr h 1 ? CtUrC and dis P' ay is hearti l y recommended to the attention 
P f m- b . ranches ‘ lhere was an extremely good attendance, and Miss 
Penfold s large concert-room, with its convenient platform, was admirably 
suited to the occasion. The members were enthusiastic in their 
expressions of appreciation.— The February Reading Circle was held at 
Windmill House (by kind invitation of Mrs. Duke); the Rev. R. Lovett 
in the chair. The second chapter of Thring’s “Theory of Teaching" 
was read and discussed. 

Dulwich.— T he first meeting of the year will be at Toksowa House, 
Dulwich Common, by kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Edwards, 
there will be tea and coffee at 4.30 p.m. The annual general meeting at 
5 1 be followed by a lecture on “ Kindergarten Principles and Practice 

and their Application to School Work,” by Miss Wragge, Principal of the 
Blackheath Kindergarten. — On April 6th, Mrs. Clement Parsons will give 
a lecture on “ A Child’s Introduction to Poetry.” 

Richmond AND Kew. — A meeting was held on Tuesday, February 
1 6th, at Lindores, Kew Gardens (by kind permission of Mrs. Banks), when 
Mrs. Spencer Curwen, in spite of her numerous engagements, kindly 
consented to fill a blank at the last moment. The lecture was on 
“Children’s Music,” with illustrations.— The March lecture will be on 
“ Mental Overstrain in Education,” by G. E. Shuttleworth, Esq., B.A., 
M.D. Classes are held in Richmond for Basket-making, Brush work, 
Tonic sol-fa Singing, and Dancing. 

Wimbledon.— O n Thursday, January 28th, at a meeting held at 
Round House, Wimbledon Common (by the kind permission of Mrs. 
Tristram), Mrs. Franklin gave an address on the “ Uses of the Parents’ 
National Educational Union.” Having related how Miss Mason first came 
0 oun d this Union, Mrs. Franklin showed that it really met a great and 

V0L - vm._ N0 . 3. p 
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It taught parents how, by studying and applying the laws of 

. Jd habit-recognizing the plasticity of the infant mind, and 
character and na * r- ,**%«» vnnF k ^ 


real want. 


character ana n >s groundings from the very beginning right 

therefore making ^ ent their children growing up “spoilt.” i t 
and good, tn y child’s mind with what it was ready and 

^ X r«Lylould preserve the enthusiasm and desire to, 
e t0 , f * 1 to all children. Mrs. Franklin ended by referring to 

r with «« P-N-E. Union, such as V, 

farZs' Revel School, The Natural History Club, The Parents' R„ie w 
the Lending Library, and House of Lducattou. C D. 01 , ve. Esq., 
was in the chair, and expressed the full acquiescence of the meeting ,n all 
that Mrs. Franklin had said, and accorded her a hearty vote of thanks for 

her kindness in giving the address. _ 

HiGHGATE.— Hon. Sec., Mrs. Arthur Sharpe. On February ist, a 
meeting was held by kind permission of Miss Lacey at the Grove School, 
Rev. A. E. Allcock, M.A., Headmaster of Highgate School, in the chair. 
Michael E. Sadler, Esq., M.A., of the Education Department, gave a 
most interesting and scholarly address on “ Pestalozzi and his work for 
Education.’’ The attendance was small, greatly owing to the very bad 
weather, but those who braved the rain and fog were deeply interested in 
the subject, the historic lines of which were ably treated by the lecturer, 
and rendered warm and life-like in the adaptation to modern views and 
needs in Education. 

Scarborough. — On January 20th, a drawing-room meeting was held, 
by the kind invitation of Miss Theedam, at Ravensworth Lodge. About 
40 members were present ; and Mrs. Miall read a most valuable paper on 
“ Forgetting.” The paper was full of useful hints for parents and 
teachers.— On Feburary 13th, a lecture was given by Mdlle. Duriaux in the 
Museum Lecture-room, Arthur Rowntree, Esq., B A., in the chair. By the 
kindness of the School Board officers two classes were formed, and Mdlle. 
Duriaux gave two specimen lessons. The lecture was fascinating and 
given in a brilliant and masterly style, and the practical demonstration 
showed the beauty of her system when applied. 

Hastings and St. Leonard’s— O n February 3rd, at 7, Warrior 
Square (by kind permission of Mrs. Scarlyn Wilson), a paper was read by 
the Rev. G. E. Frewer, vicar of Brede, Sussex, subject : “ The nurture and 
admonition of the Lord 11 In the unavoidable absence of Dr. Scarlyn 
Wilson, the chair was taken by the Rev. F. R. Burrows.— Mrs. Steinthal 
will, it is hoped, have given a lecture to members of the Branch before 
this is in the hands of its readers. — There will be no meeting in March. 

EASTBOURNE.- 0 n Wednesday, 10th February, this branch had the 
^ieat prhilege and pleasure of welcoming Miss Mason, whose address 
on “ Authority and Docility- was listened to with almost breathless 
^ ere / t - , ^ the kindness of Miss Little the meeting was held at St. 

mifred s In the absence of the Hon. Mrs. Thomas, whose arrival was 
accidentally delayed, Dr. Downes kindly presided. About a hundred wei 
present, and several new members joined. The following lectures hav 
been arranged :-M arch 18th, at eight o’clock, - On the management of 
children between the ages of 13 and i 9 ,” Miss Hughes of the Teachers 
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Sf?;,: SSKS: ;“Lr a-«- 

to announce that strenuous efforts are he' sec ^ etar y is glad to be able 
help of the Eastbourne T ” 8 “ ise ' » lth "* 

practical teaching and work. * ^ ‘ ‘ h '“™*ibranch fo, 

Southport.— By the kindness of the Rev H G Moratta rr u 

Queen’s Road Southport, the members and friends of ^ the ?N E U 
assembled on Wednesday, the 27 th Tannar,, ( „k t'-JM.fc.U. 

Beatrice Taylor on 

representing^ bi rds chiefly those whose exquisite plumage or soft £ 

rV he J an ‘ ty ° f W ' 0Illan ” or the utilitarian or commercial spirit of 
the trader. Nor were those birds forgotten which have suffered at the 
hands of ignorance or vtce. At the close of the lecture the rules, etc 
of the Society for the Protection of Birds were thrown upon the screen’ 

and a good deal of conversation followed on this society, its aims and 
its successes. 

LEEDS.-In March, the Rev. T. H. Dudley Matthews, Head Master 
ot the Leeds Grammar School, will read a paper on “Early Education ” 
—On February 12th, Mdlle. Duriaux gave a most interesting lecture on 
“ Language Teaching, M with a demonstration of her method afterwards 
to boys of 11 and 12 years of age, who knew no French. 

Bedford. — The Annual General Meeting of the above branch was 
held in the Girls' High School (by kind permission of Miss Belcher), 
on January 30th; Mr. F. A. Blaydes in the chair. After a short address 
on the objects of the Union had been given by the Chairman, the 
report for the preceding year was read and adopted. Mr. D. Cromartie, 
the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, having resigned, Mr. W. Browne was 
elected Hon. Secretary, and Mr. A. E. Parsons, Hon. Treasurer for the 
present year. The General and Executive Committees having been re- 
elected en bloc , a vote of thanks to Mr. Cromartie for his services 
during the past year closed the proceedings. 

READING.— A meeting was held on January 28th, at 7 30 p.m., in the 
Abbey Hall (kindly lent by Messrs. Sutton & Sons), when Mdlle. H. E. 
Duriaux gave a most interesting and instructive address on “Language 
Teaching”; E. N. A. Garry, Esq., Chairman of the School Board for 
Reading, presided. — The Committee of the Natural History Club, in order 
to keep up the interest of the members at a time of year when there are 
no excursions for field-w r ork, have issued a circular letter, giving, in a 
most attractive form, information about the birds and moths which are 
to be seen close to our own homes at this season of the year. 

Derby. — Miss Edith A. Barnett delivered an address in the Lecture 
Room of the Mechanics’ Institute, in connection with the Derby branch, 
on January 22nd. It was the first gathering of the kind organised under 
the auspices of the local branch of the Union, and there was a most 
encouraging attendance. The Bishop of Derby presided. The Bishop, 
in opening the meeting, said that the objects of the Union were commend- 
able, and he noticed with satisfaction that the broadest view of education 
was taken, not simply from the point of view F of the school, but that 
attention was directed to the bringing out of a child s qualities. I here 
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" - t0 the attention of parents, for in these 

e need to bring this matter _ ^ j ellabys ,” and in training and 
days they were all l .able J> tQ fQrget the j r own . It was necessary, 

bringing up other people ^ observaticn and experience in the matter 
too, ftat the results of soen known> because people could not now, 
of education should be * * thrQW ^ the b ] a me on parents, and sTy 

as too often had been the h ^ ^ But still parents should not 
the fault rested enti > ^ they wer e less responsible for their 


that the fault rested ^ that th ey were less responsible for their 
shield themselves or t ^ discoveries in heredity had the effect 

, training. ine - 


silica — . ,r t u e re suit oi — — 

children’s training. g their full sense 0 f responsibility, then they 

of taking away from pare* b the knowledge science had given them 

would be losers and no ^ ^ j^jiss f ^* Ckr * nn i'nf’prpcfinrr 

lecture on “ Tr ^”i^ s ^ 1 l ^. s ed^at^length on the subject of heredity, her 
of the Union, that children inherited the physical bodies of 

remarks ten mg ^ ^ intellectual and spiritual life had comparatively 
little Tdo with heredity. But the problems which the Union dealt with 
ve those of training and conditions and they ought to realise what 
Z inheritance was, and balance training against it. I he lecturer threw 
out a number of suggestions upon training, and said that sometimes what 
was mistaken for heredity was merely imitation, and therefore it was 
beneficial to a child to be be sent away from home for a time before its 
character was formed. The Rev. A E. Vinter proposed a vote of thanks 
to Miss Barnett and the Bishop of Derby, which was seconded by the 
Rev. C. H. Parez, and cordially passed. 

Wallasey.— On January 29th, Miss E. A. Barnett gave a lecture on 
4 ‘ Training and Inheritance/’ to the members of the branch. The 
attendance was small, but the lecture was listened to with great interest 
and appreciation by those present. 

Glasgow. — The first meeting of this branch was held at 4, Windsor 
Terrace, W., at 4.30 p.m., an January 28th. There was a good attendance. 
The hostess, Mrs. Henderson, occupied the chair, and introduced the 
lecturer. Professor Young delivered a most interesting address on “ The 
Cultivation of the 'Faculty of Observation in Young Children/’ After 
showing how later studies are hampered by the want of early training 
in habits of observation, he went on to point out that pow r ers of observation 
must be directed. A child must be taught what to observe and how to 
observe it. there is a great difference between intelligent, reasoned 
observation, and mechanical repetition. Observant habits promote personal 
sympathy^ The unobservant are often thoughtlessly cruel. Learning by 
rote is to e deprecated. Games and tasks calling for rapid and accurate 
observation should be recommended. The use of a revolving board is 

use ofth! r ‘ 8 direCti ° a An e y e for ^rm can be cultivated The 
whichwasl^r? ° f the m ° St im P° rtant lessons of life. The address, 
drawn from the / . requ , ent flaslies of humour, and illustrated by examples 
■attention* 11 “ * P6rSOnal “Periemi, was listened to with close 


be losers and no g Barnett then delivered an interesting 

subject (Rea . . . v Having touched on the work 
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ON THE VALUE OF 
AUTHORITY IN MORAL EDUCATION. 

By Charles D. Olive, M.A., Oxon. 

Only a little while ago it was taken as a matter of course 
by all of us parents that the exercise of Authority in edu- 
cating our children was necessary and right. Most of us, I 
think, believe so still. But in the course of the last few 
years, among the many parents who have begun to think 
and speak and act more earnestly and thoughtfully in the 
matter of educating their children than parents for the most 
part thought and spoke and acted twenty years ago, some 
few have outstripped their fellows — if not in actual earnest- 
ness and thoughtfulness — at least in the rapidity and 
multiplicity of changes proposed. And so it has come to 
pass that in more than one educational debate motions have 
been recently brought forward to the following effect : — 
“That the Appeal to Authority is an Obstacle to Moral 
Education,” and, “ That Moral Education should be based 
not on Authority but on Reason.” 

These views appear to me fascinating, I admit, but 
erroneous and likely to be harmful. And that they un- 
doubtedly find favour with a considerable number of parents 
is the only excuse that I will offer for sitting down to 
seriously combat them, and committing to paper what will 
seem to many who read these words but a series of truisms. 
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